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SUBJ: OULD DADDAH MEDIATION APPEARS TO HAVE ENDED TUNISIA/ 
LIBYAN PROPAGANDA WAR BUT UNDERLYING CONELICT CONTINUES 

REE : TUNIS 2942, TUNIS 2953 

1. SUMMARY: MEDIATION BETWEEN TUNISIA AND LIBYA BY MAURIT- 
ANIAN PRESIDENT MOKHTAR OULD DADDAH APPEARS TO HAVE RE- 
SULTED IN CESSATION OF PROPAGANDA WAR THAT HAS RAGED BE- 
TWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES EOR OVER A MONTH. IN STATEMENT ISSUED 
APRIL 27, ON MEDIATION, GOT DECLARED THAT IT HAD AGREED TO 
CESSATION OUT OE PERSONAL CONSIDERATION EOR OULD DADDAH 
DESPITE DISINTEREST ON PART OF LARG IN DISCUSSION OF ALT. 
OUTSTANDING PROBLEMS BETWEEN TUNISIA AND LIBYA. TUNISIA 
APPARENTLY WANTED TO INCLUDE DISCUSSION OF DELINEATION OF 
CONTINENTAL SHELF BOUNDARY BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES, AND RETURN 
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OF KIDNAPPED TUNISIAN BUSINESSMAN RAOUF MHENNI, BUT LIBYANS 
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APPARENTLY REFUSED. CONTINUATION OF THESE AND OTHER PROBLEMS 
PLUS ANTAGONISM CREATED BY PROPAGANDA WAR INDICATE THAT 
UNDERLYING CONFLICT BETWEEN TUNSIIA AND LIBYA WILL GO ON FOR 
SOME TIME. END SUMMARY. 

2. GOT FOREIGN MINISTRY ISSUED STATEMENT APRIL 27 INTENDED 
TO CORRECT ALLEGATION MADE BY LARGE PM JALLOUD THAT OULD 
DADDAH MEDIATION EFFORT HAD BEEN MADE AT TUNISIAN INITIATIVE. 
GOT STATEMENT GAVE ITS SIDE OF STORY AND, IN PROCESS, GAVE 
AMPLE DETAILS OF MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT'S MEDIATION. GOT 
ASSERTED THAT COLONEL QADHAFI HAD ORIGINALLY ASKED OULD 
DADDAH TO MEDIATE IN ORDER TO END VITUPERATIVE TWO-WAY MEDIA 
CAMPAIGN. GOT PUT OFF COOPERATION IN THIS EFFORT ON APRIL 

18, WHEN IT WAS FIRST APPROACHED BY MAURITANIANS, IN ORDER 
TO PERMIT FULL PROPAGANDA EXPLOITATION OF TRIALLOF LIBYAN 
COMMANDOS. 

3. WITH TRIAL ENDED, GOT WELCOMED OULD DADDAH IN TUNIS APRIL 
24 AND PARTICIPATED IN THE "SHUTTLE DIPLOMACY" HE CONDUCTED 
UNTIL APRIL 27. GOT CLAIMED THAT LARG INSISTED THAT TUNISIA 
TAKE INITIATIVE IN ENDING PRESS CAMPAIGN. TUNISIANS REJECTED 
THID DEMAND, CLAIMING THAT LIBYANS HAD PROVOKED THE CONFLICT 
BY SENDING COMMANDO TEAM TO TUNIS. LIBYANS LIKEWISE REFUSED 
TO TAKE INITIATIVE IN ENDING ATTACKS. OULD DADDAH PROPOSED 
CONCURRENT CESSATION OF ATTACKS FOR MIDNIGHT APRIL 27-28. 

IN APRIL 27 STATEMENT, FOREIGN MINISTRY EMPHASIZED THAT IT 
HAD AGREED TO THIS PROPOSAL OUT OF CONSIDERATION FOR OULD 
DADDAH AND A CONCERP THAT HIS EFFORTS NOT END IN FAILURE. 

4. GOT STATEMENT REVEALED THAT IT HAD SOUGHT TO TIE END OF 
PROPAGANDA WAR TO OPENING OF DISCUSSIONS WITH LARG ON OUT- 
STANDING PROBLEMS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. ACCORDING TO GOT, 
LARG MADE IT CLEAR THAT IT WAS NOT INTERESTED IN ADDRESSING 
THESE BASIC ISSUES. 

5. GOT STATEMENT ON OULD DADDAH MEDIATION EFFORT WAS CARRIED 
ON FRENCH AND ARABIC RADIO APRIL 28 AND IN PRESS. NO OTHER 
ITEMS RELATED TO, 

6. EXCEPT ACCOUNT OF OULD DADDAH'S DE- 
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PARTURE FROM TUNIS APRIL 27, APPEARED IN MEDIA. WE NOTE THAT 

DAILY PROGRAM ON RADIO TRIPOL AT 7: 15 A.., WHICH FOR WEEKS 

HAS BEEN DEVOTED TO ATTACKING GOT, WAS REPLACED BY MUSIC TODAY. 

6. COMMENT: 

A. IT APPEARS THAT THE TUNISIANS HAVE AGREED TO AN END TO 
PROPAGANDA WAR WITH LIBYA LARGELY BECAUSE IT HAD REACHED 
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POINT OF DIMINISHING RETURNS. OULD DADD AH MEDIATION WAS A 
HELPEUL BOOST, BUT END OE LIBYAN COMMANDO TRIAL AND GROWING 
BOREDOM OE TUNISIAN PUBLIC AFTER A MONTH OF NON-STOP 
ATTACKS ON QADHAFI WERE PROBABLY CONSIDERATIONS WITH GOT. 

THE GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE BEEN MORE PLEASED WITH THE 
MAURITANIAN MEDIATION IE IT HAD PRODUCED SOME FRUITFUL DIS- 
CUSSION WITH LARG ON UNDERLYING BILATERAL PROBLEMS. MOST 
IMPORTANT OP THESE ISSUES POR GOT IS DELINEATION OF 
BOUNDARY OVER THE CONTINENTAL SHELP THAT WOULD PERMIT TUNISIAN 
EXPLOITATION OP LIKELY PETROLEUM RESOURCES IN DISPUTED AREA. 

A LESSER, BUT NONETHELESS SIGNIPICANT, ISSUE IS RELEASE OP 
TUNISIAN BUSINESSMAN RAOUF MHENNI WHO HAS APPARENTLY BEEN 
HELD IN LIBYA SINCE JANUARY. 

B. GOT OAS DISINGENUOUSLY CLAIMED THAT ITS PROPAGANDA ATTACKS 
ON LIBYA HAVE ONLY BEEN INTENDED TO POINT OUT ANTI-TUNISIAN 
ACTIONS BY LARG, BUT GOT ALLEGATIONS THAT QADHAPI IS A 
DANGEROUS AND IRRATIONAL MAN AND PUBLICATION OF ANTI-LARG 
STATEMENT OF THE SPECIOUS "NATIONAL LIBYAN GATHERING" WERE 
UNDOUBTEDLY TAKEN BY LIBYANS AS MENACING ACTS. 


ANTAGONISM CREATED BY SUCH ATTACKS ON BOOH SIDES OF THE 
BORDER, TAKEN TOGETHER WITH THE ASSASSINATION PLOT AGAINST 
HEDI NOUIRA, AND LONG-STANDING DIPPERENCES OVER BOUNDARY DE- 
LINEATION, THE PRECIPITATE EXPULISION OF OVER 1 1,000 TUNISIAN 
WORKERS IN LIBYA, AND THE KIDNAPPING OP AN INFLUENTIAL TUNISIAN 
BUSINESSMAN WILL PROBABLY CONTRIBUTE TO A CLIMATE OP CONTINUING 
CONPLICT BETWEEN TUNISIA AND LIBYA. GOT LEADERS UNDOUBTEDLY 
SEE THIS CONPLICT PRETTY MUCH ONE-SIDED, WITH ALL THE PAULT 
ON LARG SIDE. EVEN IF THEY WERE INCLINED TO TRY TO BE CON- 
CILIATORY, THEY SEE LITTLE THEY COULD OFPER. END OP THE 
PROPAGANDA WAR-IP THIS REALLY IS THE END-BRINGS GOT BACK 
LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 

LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 

PAGE 04 TUNIS 03036 2902 15Z 

TO EXACTLY WHERE IT WAS BEPORE, A STATE OF IMPOTENT PRUSTRATION 
VIS-A-VIS A DIFPICULT AND DANGEROUS NEIGHBOR. 

KING 
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